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TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  THE   Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and 
THE  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York; — 

The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation 
of  Juvenile  Dehnquents  in  the  City  of  New- York,  in 
obedience  to  the  Act  passed  March  29,  1824,  Respect- 
fully 

REPORT: 

That  the  number  of  children  in  the  House  of  Refuge  on 

the  1st  day  of  January,  1845,  was  -  -  -  -  307 
There  have  been  received  during  the  year,  -  277 

Making  a  total  for  the  year  1845,  of  -  -  584 

The  number  remaining  in  the  House  on  the 

1st  day  of  January,  1846,  was  287 


Leaving  the  number  disposed  of  during  the  year,  -  297 

The  sources  whence  came  the  children  received  dur- 
ing the  year,  their  ages,  and  the  manner  in  which  those 
parted  with  have  been  disposed  of,  appear  from  the 
annexed  statement  of  the  Superintendent. 

The  Appendix  also  shows  the  manner  in  which  the 
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inmates  of  the  House  have  been  employed,  and  the 
amount  of  work  done,  during  the  year. 

The  system  of  discipline,  and  manner  of  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  Institution,  remain  very  much  the 
same  as  during  former  years.  The  Managers  are 
abundantly  satisfied  with  the  judicious  and  efficient 
management  of  the  Superintendent,  Samuel  S.  Wood, 
and  with  the  capacity  and  attention  of  the  Assistant, 
Elijah  De  Voe.  The  Teacher,  T.  C.  McKennee,  is 
admirably  qualified  for  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
evinces  the  greatest  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the 
welfare  of  those  under  his  charge.  In  fact,  a  body  of 
more  active  and  capable  officers  has  never  been  under 
their  direction. 

The  Female  Department  is  under  the  charge  of 
Ann  Carter,  Matron,  assisted  by  Sarah  Jones  and 
Julia  O'Bryan.  Miss  Carter  brings  to  the  discharge 
of  her  duties  the  experience  of  several  years.  The 
Ladies'  Committee,  to  whose  supervision  the  affairs  of 
this  department  are  in  a  great  measure  entrusted, 
express  their  great  approbation  of  the  ability  and  sys- 
tem of  these  officers.  This  Committee,  by  their  active 
zeal,  and  unwearying  interest  and  attention,  greatly 
lighten  the  duties  of  the  Managers. 

The  Managers  have  to  regret  the  loss  by  death,  of 
the  valuable  services  of  the  Teacher  of  the  Female 
House,  Julia  Boggs,  to  whose  efficiency  and  amiability 
they  cheerfully  bear  testimony. 

The  Report  of  Dr.  Galen  Carter,  the  Physician 
to  the  Institution,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

From  the  Treasurer's  Report,  hereto  annexed,  it 
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appears  that  the  balance  due  the  Treasurer  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1845,  was  -  -  -  $  796  34 
The  Receipts  to  1st  January,  1846, 

amounted  to   20,928  89 

And  the  disbursements  to     -       -       -   21,418  19 


Leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of 

the  Society,  of  $489  30 

The  correspondence  of  the  Institution  with  the 
masters  of  children  indentured,  and  the  accounts  re- 
ceived of  former  inmates,  have  been,  during  the  last 
year,  of  an  unusually  satisfactory  character.  For  speci- 
mens of  these,  reference  is  made  to  the  Appendix. 

The  system  of  ventilation  commenced  in  1844,  has 
during  the  past  year  been  greatly  extended,  and  now 
comprehends  all  the  dormitories  of  the  establishment 
From  each  of  these,  a  pipe,  three  inches  in  diameter, 
communicates  with  a  large  apartment  beneath  the  roof, 
and  from  this  apartment,  frequent  pipes  of  large  orifice 
extend  into  the  open  air.  The  effects  upon  the  health 
of  the  inmates,  are  found  to  be  most  beneficial. 

In  the  spring  of  1844,  there  were  in  the  House  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  cases  of  scrofula,  in  many  in- 
stances, accompanied  with  severe  opthalmia.  Of  the 
subjects  of  these  diseases,  some  entered  with  them,  but 
the  majority  of  cases  originated  within  the  walls.  Some 
two  or  three  of  those  afflicted  died ;  some  were  sent 
to  the  AlmsHouse ;  and  others  delivered  to  their  friends. 
It  became  an  object  of  Fgreat  concern  to  check  the 
progress  of  this  dreadful  disorder,  and  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Physician,  a  change  of  diet  was  in 
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the  months  of  July  and  August  in  that  year  resorted  to  : 
bread  and  rice  were  to  a  certain  extent  substituted  in 
place  of  mush,  as  being  more  nutricious,  and  this  change 
was  continued  during  the  winter,  with  the  addition  of  a 
better  quality  of  meat.  This  alteration  of  diet,  com- 
bined with  the  improved  ventilation,  has  had  the  happi- 
est effects  upon  the  health  of  the  inmates.  During  the 
past  year,  but  one  case  of  scrofulous  affection  has 
occurred,  which  terminated  fatally  in  the  early  spring. 
It  is  considered  that  equally  good  effects  have  attended 
this  change,  in  other  respects.  There  is  now  no  pro- 
pensity to  pilfer  articles  of  food,  as  was  before  too  often 
the  case.  The  labor  of  the  children  is  performed  more 
cheerfully:  plans  of  escape  are  rare,  and  a  genera^ 
spirit  of  quiet  and  contentment  prevails,  without  which 
reformation  of  the  subjects  would  be  almost  hopeless. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  Society  has  sus- 
tained an  irreparable  loss,  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert 
C.  Cornell,  for  twelve  years  one  of  its  Vice  Pres- 
idents, and  from  its  first  estabhshment  one  of  its  most 
active  and  efficient  managers.  In  noticing  this  loss,  we 
should  do  injustice  to  our  own  feehngs,  as  well  as  to 
the  character  of  our  late  lamented  associate,  did  we 
refrain  from  recording  our  testimony  to  his  worth  and 
virtues.  His  eminent  pubhc  services;  his  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  public  and  private  charity ;  his  enlarged 
and  liberal  spirit  of  philanthropy ;  and  his  fidelity  and 
zeal  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  various  institu- 
tions with  which  he  was  connected,  render  his  name 
and  memory  worthy  of  our  highest  respect  and  venera- 
tion. 
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In  addition  to  the  instance  of  mortality  just  alluded 
to,  we  have  to  notice  the  decease  of  another  of  our 
associates  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  Mr.  Jacob 
Drake.  By  reason  of  ill  health,  he  was  unable  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  to  put  forth  the  same  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  Society  which  marked  the  vigor  of 
manhood ;  but  his  sympathies  and  his  affections  for  the 
cause  remained  undiminished  to  the  end  of  his  days, 
and  the  records  of  the  Society  afford  ample  proofs  of 
his  exertions  to  reclaim  the  vicious  and  wayward  to  the 
paths  of  rectitude,  virtue,  and  usefulness. 

Nearly  twenty-one  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the 
establishment  of  the  House  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  :  Characterized  in  its  inception 
by  De  Witt  Clinton  as  "  the  best  penitentiary  institu- 
tion which  has  ever  been  devised  by  the  wit,  and  estab- 
lished by  the  beneficence  of  man;"  its  annals  well 
sustain  the  correctness  of  his  judgment.  3765  children 
have  been  the  inmates  of  its  walls.  If  but  a  tithe  of 
them  have,  through  its  instrumentahty  been  rescued 
from  moral  death,  who  will  deny  that  the  efibrts  of  the 
philanthropist  and  the  legislator  have  been  well  be- 
stowed ?  Not  slight  or  partial  however,  have  been  the 
good  effects  resulting  from  the  introduction  of  this  great 
improvement  in  the  penitentiary  system  of  our  State* 
At  first,  as  in  all  novel  enterprises,  theory  and  principle 
could  alone  be  employed  to  sustain  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  some  system  that  should  establish  a  dis- 
tinction in  punishment  between  the  young  offender,  and 
him  grown  gray  in  the  ways  of  vice.  Benevolent  minds 
were  found,  convinced  of  the  practicabihty  and  incal- 
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culablc  importance  of  such  a  system ;  and  to  their  sug- 
gestions, carried  into  effect  by  a  wise  and  discerning 
Governor  and  Legislature,  the  Society  for  the  Reform- 
ation of  Juvenile  Delinquents  owes  its  origin.  No 
institution  of  an  identically  similar  character,  is  believed 
to  have  any  where  existed,  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  House  of  Refuge  in  the  City  of  New-York. 
Society  had  been  too  much  used  to  visit  offenders 
against  its  laws  with  wrath  alone,  and  the  infant  delin- 
quent, and  the  adept  felon,  met  with  a  common  fate, 
branded  as  outcasts,  and  condemned  to  mutual  associa- 
tion. Punishment  alone  being  regarded,  offences  would 
naturally  be  measured  by  a  blunted  moral  sense,  in 
proportion  to  the  duration  of  the  punishment.  The 
standard  of  time  w^ould  become  the  standard  of  turpi- 
tude. Under  such  a  system,  commingling  all  grades  of 
offenders,  prisons  became  schools  of  vice,  and  to  those 
immured  within  their  walls,  the  maximum  of  excellence 
was  the  maximum  of  depravity.  Under  such  a  system, 
having  in  view  only  the  deterring  from  crime,  by  the 
severity  of  punishment,  the  criminal  came  from  the 
cell  of  his  prison  with  a  heart  rankling  with  hostility 
to  the  laws  that  had  dealt  to  him  vengeance^  and  prepared 
to  baffle  those  laws  with  his  additional  skill  and  vicious 
ingenuity.  The  criminal  statistics  of  France  and 
England,  to  say  nothing  of  those  of  this  country,  indis- 
putably establish  that  such  w  ere  the  prominent  workings  of 
their  penitentiary  systems  and  prison  discipline.  That 
the  adoption  of  a  different  plan  has  been  attended  with 
the  happiest  results  in  the  case  of  youthful  offenders, 
is  now  conclusively  shown  from  the  records  of  this  House 
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of  Refuge.  The  Managers  are  now  fully  content  that 
it  shall  be  judged  of  by  its  deeds  alone.  Year  after 
year  has  added  experience  of  the  benefits  resulting  from 
its  establishment,  and  the  body  of  testimony  accumulated 
during  its  infancy,  must  carry  conviction  of  its  unparal- 
lelled  usefulness,  to  the  most  prejudiced.  Its  living 
witnesses  are  many,  very  many,  among  the  most  orderly 
and  law-abiding  of  the  community.  From  far  and  near, 
and  after  long  absences,  come  to  its  doors,  many  of  its 
former  inmates,  not  as  to  a  scene  of  their  degradation, 
but  as  to  the  home  of  their  younger  years.  Is  there  a 
prison  that  has  had  any  similar  experience?  Yet  had 
this  Institution  never  been  estabhshed,  many  a  prison 
would  have  contained  those  who  have  been  its  in- 
dwellers. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  New- York  House  of 
Refuge,  there  have  been  received  within  its  walls  3765 
children  ;  being  an  average  of  about  1 79  a  year.  For 
the  last  ten  years,  the  average  number  received  during 
the  year  has  been  223.  There  is  now  every  reason  to 
expect,  that  the  number  of  new  inmates  will  increase 
each  succeeding  year.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  city 
in  population,  and  its  still  more  rapid  growth  in  crime, 
well  warrant  such  a  belief.  The  results  arrived  at  by 
the  investigations  of  the  Prison  Association,  as  set 
forth  in  their  report  for  the  past  year,  present  a  fright- 
ful picture  of  the  great  march  of  crime  in  our  midst. 
From  the  statistics  furnished  by  this  Association,  and 
which  though  not  strictly  accurate,  fail  only  in  falling 
short  of  the  truth,  it  appears  that  in  1835  there  were 
committed  to  the  City  Prison,  charged  with  crimes  and 
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offences,  1,9G3  persons ;  in  1844,  there  were  so  committed 
8,008.  In  1835,  there  were  committed  to  the  City 
prisons  snd  penitentiary,  after  conviction,  424  ;  in  1844, 
there  were  so  committed  1,149  ;  in  1840  there  were  of 
summarij  convictions,  including  the  commitments  of  disor- 
derly persons  and  vagrants,  1,204  ;  in  1844,  there  were 
of  similar  convictions  and  commitments  2,237.  This 
starthng  increase  of  vice  and  crime,  it  will  be  seen  at  a 
glance,  is  far  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  simple  increase 
in  population  in  corresponding  times.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  this  dreadful  spread  of  evil  is  not  contin- 
ually exerting  a  proportionate  effect  upon  the  young. 
We  have  no  small  number  of  imported  and  migratory 
criminals,  and  fugitives  from  justice  outraged  elsewhere, 
and  we  lack  not  domesticated  and  accomplished  villians, 
but  we  have  a  much  larger  band  of  whom  it  behooves 
us  to  have  a  care,  growing  up  around  us,  with  charac- 
ters yet  unformed,  and  whose  future  will  depend  upon 
the  chance  circumstances  of  their  youth ;  and  these 
are  children,  destitute  of  parents  and  guardians,  or 
spurning  restraint  and  control,  or  having  parents  un- 
worthy the  name.  In  a  great  and  growing  city,  these, 
of  all  classes  of  the  community,  are  most  exposed  to 
vicious  influences  and  temptations.  The  road  to  evil 
needs  no  lamp.  Almost  every  path  furnishes  some 
allurement,  some  incitement,  to  wrong  doing  ;  and  very 
soon,  knavery  or  felony  alone  can  furnish  the  means  for 
the  gratification  of  incipient  passions  and  destructive 
excitements.  The  importance  of  using  every  means  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  vice  in  this  class,  particularly  in 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


13 


view  of  its  alarming  spread  in  the  City  at  large,  cannot 
be  over-estimated. 

With  such  as  these,  coming  as  well  from  all  sections 
of  the  State,  it  is  the  province  of  the  House  of  Refuge 
to  deal.  It  takes  the  place  of  a  parent,  and  it  enforces 
the  mild  and  salutary  discipline  of  a  parent.  Its  main 
object,  that  of  reformation,  is  never  lost  sight  of,  in  any 
of  its  regulations,  in  all  its  discipline.  From  the  entrance 
of  the  child,  he  becomes  subject  to  a  routine  of  duties, 
having  in  view  mental  education,  moral  improvement, 
and  mechanical  skill.  Order  and  method,  it  is  the  effect 
of  the  system  practically  to  enforce.  His  habits  of  hfe 
undergo  a  great  and  thorough  change.  At  such  tender 
age,  past  impressions  are  not  ineffaceable,  and  custom, 
assisted  by  principle,  soon  change  a  character.  When 
a^ain  he  goes  into  the  world  to  take  his  part  among 
men,  he  goes  without  the  brand  of  infamy  on  his  brow. 
His  misdeeds  have  been  forgotten;  he  starts  afresh 
from  a  new  and  equal  platform ;  his  former  associations 
have  been  ruptured ;  the  haunts  of  vice  are  not 
familiar ;  he  has  an  intelligence  that  has  been  culti- 
vated ;  he  at  least  recognizes  the  principles  of  virtue 
and  riojht :  he  has  the  cunninoj  of  his  right  hand  to 
furnish  him  with  honest  means  of  life.  To  the  world 
he  has  been  a  slumberer,  and  the  w^orld  have  an  opinion 
to  form  of  a  stranger,  He  knows  that  it  rests  with 
himself  to  determine  what  that  opinion  shall  be,  and 
light  and  knowledge  and  habits  are  between  him  and 
evil. 

When  better  means  are  devised  for  the  care  of  that 
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important  class  of  population,  neglected  youth,  a  great 
good  will  be  accomplished.  Until  such  means  are  dis- 
covered, the  Managers  cannot  too  strongly  commend 
the  Institution  under  tlieir  charge,  to  the  continued 
fostering  care  of  the  State. 

STEPHEN  ALLEN,  President 
John  H.  Gourlie,  Secretary, 
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APPENDIX. 

PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


TO  THE  HONORABLE  STEPHEN   ALLEN,   PRESIDENT  0^*  THE 
BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
REFORMATION  OF  JUVENILE 
DELINQUENTS. 

In  laying  before  the  Managers  a  statement  of  the  health  of 
the  inmates  of  the  Refuge  for  the  past  year,  it  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  inform  them,  that  it  has  generally  been  good. 
During  the  early  part  of  it,  almost  uninterrupted  health  pre- 
vailed among  the  children  ;  but  in  the  latter  part,  especially 
during  the  months  of  August,  September  and  October  there 
was  much  more  sickness. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  we  lost  a  little  boy,  who  died  in  a 
fit,  caused  by  swallowing  a  piece  of  tobacco.  He  lived  but 
a  few  hours  after  taking  the  fatal  poison.  On  the  5th  of  April 
one  of  our  larger  boys  died  of  Typhus  Fever.  He  came 
into  the  hospital  in  a  stupid  state  and  after  lingering  some  ten 
days,  died.  When  he  came  into  the  hospital  he  said  he  came 
there  to  die.  We  lost  a  little  girl  on  the  30th  of  June,  of 
scrofula.  She  came  to  the  Refuge  some  two  years  before 
with  this  disease  upon  her,  having  already  so  far  undermined 
her  constitution  as  to  render  her  unable  to  perform  the  light- 
est kind  of  work ;  consequently,  most  of  her  time  at  the 
Refuge,  was  spent  in  the  hospital.    She  continued  much  tho 
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same  until  sonic  two  months  before  her  decease,  when  the  dis- 
ease attacking  her  hnigs,  soon  freed  her  from  her  sufferings  ; — 
and  on  the  30th  of  August,  we  lost  another  of  our  large  boys, 
oi  nervous  fever.  lie  was  confined  to  the  hospital  about  two 
weeks,  when  he  died  in  a  deranged  state.  These  are  the  only 
deaths  which  have  occurred  among  the  cliildren  during  the 
year. 

Some  time  in  July,  a  species  of  nervous  or  typhus  fever 
appeared  in  the  Refuge,  attacking  indiscriminately  the  keepers 
and  the  children ;  some  in  a  very  violent  manner,  others  more 
mildly.  The  cases  continued  increasing  in  number  and 
virulence  for  nearly  three  months,  when  it  gradually  disap- 
peared. During  the  prevalence  of  this  fever,  almost  ail  the 
children  were  afflicted  with  sickness  of  the  stomach  and 
vomiting,  and  in  frequent  instances,  with  diseases  of  the 
bowels.  These  diseases  occurred  during  the  very  hot  weather 
of  last  summer,  and  were,  no  doubt,  almost  wholly  attributable 
to  the  influence  of  local  causes. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Refuge  were  many  low,  sunken  lots, 
filled  with  stagnant  water  containing  all  manner  of  filth  ;  and 
just  south  of  the  Refuge,  and  nearly  under  the  wall,  is  a 
public  dock,  where  were  deposited  the  offals  from  the  slaughter 
houses  of  the  city.  The  hot  and  dry  sun  operating  upon 
such  a  mass  of  animal  and  veijetable  matter,  brouorht  on  a 
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state  of  decomposition  and  putrefaction,  which  filled  the  atmos- 
phere for  a  considerable  distance  around,  with  an  effluvia, 
which,  at  times,  was  almost  insupportable  ;  even  within  the 
walls  and  within  the  very  dormitories  of  the  buildings,  the 
stench  was  for  days  almost  intolerable.  In  such  an  atmos- 
phere, so  produced,  is  it  strange  that  so  many  of  the  children 
should  have  been  thus  afflicted  ?  As  soon  as  the  weather 
became  somewhat  cool,  and  tlie  above-mentioned  causes  ceased 
to  operate,  the  children  became  unusually  healthy,  and  have 
continued  so  up  to  the  present  time.  There  is  not  now  a 
serious  case  of  sickness  in  the  Refuge. 
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The  cases  of  sore  eyes  have  been  fewer  in  number  and  of 
a  much  milder  character  than  heretofore.  Although  small 
pox  prevailed  extensively  in  the  city,  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Refuge,  yet,  not  a  single  case  appeared  in  the  institu- 
tion. This  was,  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  precaution,  which 
was  there  taken,  in  having  all  doubtful  cases  re-vaccinated. 
A  few  cases  of  scarlatina  occurred  among  the  children,  but 
they  readily  yielded  to  treatment  and  soon  disappeared.  There 
were  also  some  three  or  four  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  but 
none  of  a  serious  character. 

I  now  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  that 
formidable  disease,  scrofula,  which  has  always,  more  or  less, 
afflicted  the  children  of  the  Refuge,  has  almost  entirely  disap- 
peared ;  not  a  single  serious  case  having  occurred  during  the 
year ;  a  circumstance  which  has  not  before  happened  during 
my  connection  with  the  institution. 

This  happy  result  has  been  brought  about  almost  wholly,  by 
the  great  improvements,  which  the  Managers,  with  a  liberality 
worthy  their  noble  cause,  have  recently  made  in  the  Refuge. 
I  refer  particularly  to  the  improvements  which  they  have 
made,  in  more  perfectly  ventilating  the  sleeping  apartments  of 
the  children,  as  well  as  that  of  the  work  shops  ; — to  the  more 
generous  diet,  which  they  have  afforded  them,  and  to  the  intro- 
duction and  use  of  the  Croton  water.  And  here  I  may  be 
permitted  to  remark,  that,  in  my  opinion,  one  great  desidera- 
tum, in  a  large  family  of  children  like  that  of  the  Refuge,  is 
to  guard  them,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  attacks  of  disease. 
This  the  Managers  have  endeavored  to  do,  by  giving  them 
good  substantial  clothing,  well  ventilated  sleeping  apartments, 
and  good  wholesome  food,  with  a  good  supply  of  Croton  water 
both  for  drink  and  ablution.  While  making  these  preparations 
for  their  health,  they  have  not  forgotten  to  provide  for  their 
comfort  while  sick.  The  boys'  hospital  is  provided  with  a 
good,  faithful,  and  motherly  nurse,  who  is  always  at  home,  by 
day  or  by  night,  to  administer  to  the  wants  of  these  poon 
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and  liitlicrto,  forsaken  children.  In  her  they  find  a  friend  and 
mother. 

At  my  request,  she  has  frequently  directed  one  of  the  boys 
to  read  aloud  passages  from  the  Bible,  while  the  others  listened 
to  what  was  read  ;  hoping  in  this  way  to  divert  their  thoughts 
from  themselves,  to  occupy  their  minds  with  something  more 
pleasing,  believing  it  would  do  much  towards  restoring  their 
health  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  I  know  it  will  do  more  towards 
reforming  them,  than  all  the  severity  and  discipline  of  the 
prisons — for  most  of  these  poor  children  want  nothing  but  a 
judicious  mother's  care  to  restore  them  to  virtue  and  happi- 
ness. 

In  the  girls'  hospital,  I  have  been  greatly  assisted  in  the 
discharge  of  my  professional  duties,  by  the  kind  attention  to, 
and  judicious  management  of  the  sick,  by  your  worthy  and 
faithful  matron,  Miss  Ann  Carter.  During  the  prevalence  of 
the  above  mentioned  fever,  and  while  two  or  three  of  her  assist- 
ants were  down  with  it,  her  exertions  were  indefatigable  in 
behalf  of  the  sick,  and  to  her  were  the  children  greatly  indebted 
for  their  restoration  to  health,  not  one  of  them  having  fallen  a 
victim  to  the  disease,  although  some  fifteen  were  attacked 
with  it. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring  to  your  faithful 
and  energetic  Superintendent,  Mr.  Wood.  To  him  am  I  also 
greatly  indebted  for  the  kind  and  very  friendly  manner  in 
which  he  has  seconded  all  my  wishes  with  regard  to  the  sick, 
and  for  which  he  has  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

GALEN  CARTER,  M.  D., 

454  Broome- street^  Jan.  \st^  1846, 


TEACHER'S  REPORT  OF  MALE  DEPARTMENT. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT,    AND    BOARD    OF   MANAGERS    OF  THE 
SOCIETY  FOR  THE  REFORMATION  OP  JUVENILE 
DELINQUENTS. 

The  present  condition  of  the  school  is  as  follows : — 

Whole  number  in  attendance,  226. 
Those  who  can  read  with  ease,        .  ,  103 

u       a       u     u    imperfectly,  .  .  26 

"  easy  lessons,    .  .  60 

"  can  spell  easy  words,  .  .  37 


226 


Arithineiic  Classes. 

Those  who  have  advanced  beyond  the 

simple  rules  are,            ...  32 

Those  who  cypher  in  Division,            .  .  27 

"       "       "       "  Multiplication,  .  30 

"       "       «       "  Subtraction,         ,  .  15 

«       *•       "         Addition,       .  .  48 


152 


Those  who  write  legibly,  and  are  classed 

*•  on  paper,"       ....  86 

The  class  in  Hazen's  Definer,  numbers,  .  103 

Mitchell's  School  Geography,    .  20 
"       "  Primary       "     .  109 

The  balance  of  the  School,  79  boys,  in  the  primary  classes, 
are  instructed  from  Mitchell's  Maps  of  Outlines,  a  full  set  of 
which  have  been  furnished  us  during  the  past  year.  They 
constitute  a  very  important  and  useful  part  of  our  school 
apparatus. 
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The  following  tables  exhibit  the  adv^ancement  of  184  sub- 
jects received  and  203  discharged,  during  the  year  1845. 

Those  who  could  not  read  the  English  alphabet — 

received  were  19  discharged  0 
could  spell  easy  words,  "     43        "  16 

"    read  easy  lessons,  "         "10        "  27 
imperfectly,   "        "     54        "  51 
"       "     "     with  ease,     «  52  109 


(C 


184  203 


Those  who  were  classed  in  Arithmetic  beyond  the  simple  rules, 


received  were  13  discharged  67 


were  classed  in  Division,    "  "  18  "  23 

"  Multiplication,  4  26 

"  Subtraction,  "  4  "  29 

"  Addition,  "  145  *•  58 


«       ((  (( 

<(  U  (( 

(C  ((  li 


184  203 


Those  who  u^ere  classed,  on  Paper, —  received  45  disclrd  112 
«  "  "       on  slates,—  139      "  91 


184  203 


The  former  habits,  mental  and  moral  condition  of  the  child- 
ren when  they  enter,  are  indicated  by  the  following : — 

Of  184  received  during  the  past  year ; 

Had  never  attended  school,          .  .  34 

"    attended  irregularly,       .  .  .114 

"        "      regularly,     »          ,  ^,  25 

  184 


Had  never  attended  Sabbath  School,  .  42 

*'  attended  irregularly,  .  .  .  103 

"       "      regularly,        ...  28 


*11 
—  184 


•  Eleven  have  been  on  the  Long  Island  Farms  or  in  Orphan  Asylums.  These 
are  generally  more  advanced  in  elemontary  edacalion. 
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Thirty,  could  repeat  to  me  a  verse  of  the  Scriptures  ;  forty- 
three  said  they  had  once  learned  but  had  forgotten,  so  as  not 
to  be  able  to  repeat  a  verse  ;  and  one  hundred  and  eleven  said 
they  had  never  learned  a  verse. 

Great  care  has  been  taken,  to  propose  questions  to  the  child- 
ren, in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  admit  of  misapprehension. 
When  a  lad  has  attended  school  even  six  months,  regularly, 
he  has  been  marked  "Regular,"  although  little  benefit  can 
reasonably  be  expected  from  any  thing  less  than  three  or  four 
years'  steady  attendance,  and  such  as  have  attended  two  or 
three  weeks,  have  been  marked  Irregular,"  although  for  all 
purposes  of  utility,  this  is  just  as  good  as  no  attendance. 

We  feel  therefore,  that,  while  these  facts  present  us  with  a 
rather  unpromising  class  of  character,  and  a  sad  picture  of 
misfortunes,  they  are  but  a  fair  exposition  of  the  evils  to  be 
encountered  in  laboring  for  these  children. 

No  figures,  however,  can  convey  a  full  idea  of  the  extreme 
barrenness  of  this  moral  waste.  To  know  it  fully,  one  must  be 
with,  and  converse  with  them.  I  have  frequently  asked  child- 
ren if  they  could  repeat  to  me  a  verse  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures, 
and  they  have  answered,  "  no."  I  have  then  asked  the  same 
lad  to  repeat  the  Lord's  P.ayer,  and  without  any  hesitation  he 
would  repeat  it  with  the  precision  of  an  automaton.  Many 
who  have  been  instructed  in  the  several  catechisms,  of  various 
christian  denominations,  and  some  even,  who  are  able  to  recite 
goodly  portions  of  the  word  of  God,  seem  utterly  incapable  of 
making  the  application  of  these  precepts  to  social  life,  and 
moral  responsibiUty  ;  and  as  ignorant  of  the  obligations  of  civil 
and  moral  law,  as  they  are  of  the  principles  of  solar  attraction 
or  the  phenomena  of  light  and  heat.  A  knowledge  of  these 
circumstances,  renders  more  peculiarly  pleasing,  the  frequent 
calls  we  are  permitted  to  enjoy  from  intelligent  and  worthy 
young  men,  who  come  to  visit  the  place  where  was  laid  the 
foundation  of  their  present  respectability  and  usefulness. 

Attention  has  been  paid,  as  usual  to  miscellaneous  reading 
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and,  on  the  Sabbath,  to  the  scriptures  and  religious  instruction. 
The  children  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  generosity  of  their 
benevolent  friends  from  the  city,  who  continue  to  visit  them, 
and  to  distribute  among  them  much  wholesonic  reading  in  the 
form  of  Tracts,  and  other  interesting  religious  and  moral  publi- 
cations. 

I  would,  on  behalf  of  the  school,  respectfully  offer  thanks  to 
the  Board,  for  the  employment  of  additional  help,  in  this 
department.  It^has  long  been  needed,  from  the  increased  size 
of  the  family,  and  will,  no  doubt,  have  an  important  bearing, 
on  the  future  interests  of  the  children. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  manifestations  of  the  Divine 
favor  during  the  year  that  is  past,  and  trust  your  important 
charge  may  long  enjoy  the  propitious  smiles  and  gracious  bene- 
diction of  the  Father  of  mercies. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

T.  C.  McKENNEE, 

New-  York,  Jan.  7,  1845. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1  845. 


The  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the  House  of 
Refuge  since  its  establishment  in  1825,  is  3,765. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  Institution  on  the  1st  of  January^ 


1845,  was  as  follows,  viz  : — 

White  Boys,   209 

White  Girls,   49 

Colored  Boys,,   39 

Colored  Girls,. „  ,   10 

~   307 

Received  during  the  year  1845  : — 

White  Boys,  —   190 

"White  Girls,   49 

Colored  Boys,   34 

Colored  Girls,    4 

  277 

Total  during  the  year,  „«..    584 


Of  these  we  have  disposed  of  297,  viz  : — 

White  Boys,   198 

White  Girls,     49 

Colored  Boys,   „    41 

Colored  Girls,    9 

  297 

Leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1846  :-— 

White  Boys,  201 

White  Girls,      49 

Colored  Boys,.«   32 

Colored  Girls,   5 

  287 

Total,...      584 
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A  TABLE  SHOWING  THE   SOURCES  FROM   WHICH    WE    RECEIVED  277 
CHILDREN   DURING  THE  YEAR   1845,  viz  I  


White  Iwhite 

Col'd 

Col'd 

Boys,  i 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

otal 

0 

From  the  New-York  Police  Office, . . 

04 

21 

11 

2 

88 

62 

3 

14 

1 

80 

"      *'                   Commissioners  of 

Alms  House,  

2 

5 

1 

0 

8 

**    Albstny  Sessions    ..... . .  .  .  ..... 

11 

1 

] 

0 

13 

TVronrofi  Ooiintv             ....  .... 

5 

1 

1 

0 

7 

«'    Erie  "   

c 
O 

4. 

0 

0 

7 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

**     T?  ftTissplafir  " 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Oswpcro       "  .  

V_XO  VW^C^KJ                                             .    .  *• — .   .........  . 

u 

0 

0 

2 

"    Schen'dy    "     . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

U 

0 

0 

"    Green  "   

i 

0 

0 

0 

"    Jefferson  " 

1 

0 

0 

0 

"    Broome  "  

1 

0 

0 

0 

"    Oneida       "    . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

*'    NicLgara,  ** 

1 

A 
U 

0 

0 

•*    Saratoga    "  ................. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

"    Sullivan  "  

1 

0 

0 

0 

"    Tompkins  "   

1 

0 

0 

0 

«  Suffolk   

1 

0 

0 

0 

«    Kings  "   

1 

0 

0 

0 

'*    Queens      "  .  

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

160 

34 

30 

3 

227 

Returned,  after  having  been  given  up 

30 

15 

4 

1 

50 

190 

49 

34 

4 

277 

Parentage  o/*  194  White  Children  received  during  the  year  1845. 

Irish,    92 

American,.-.   55 

English,    21 

German,  ^  ^«  .  16 

Scotch,    5 

French,    2 

Welsh,   2 

Pole,   1 


American,  55 ;  Foreigners,  139. 
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A  TABLE   SHOWING  THE  DISPOSITION    MADE  OF  297  CHILDREN 
DUr.NGTHE  YEAR  1845. 


White 

White 

Col'd 

Col'd 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1  on 

U 

A 

u 

tt 

9Q 

A 
U 

o 

V 

A 
U 

QQ 

it 

"Rnrit  nn<l  Slioo  TVTnlcers 

9 

0 

n 

q 

it 

"Rl  n  r*  It  «mif  n  i 

3 

A 

u 

A 
U 

A 

u 

o 

<l 

ATncon« 

3 

0 

V 

A 
U 

tt 

9 

n 
u 

A 
U 

A 
U 

o 

<6 

11 

Tailors  

o 

n 

u 

fi 
\j 

A 
O 

9 
/St 

tt 

c\ 
\J 

0 
u 

A 
U 

n 

1 
1 

A 
U 

1 

A 
U 

9 

tt 

Millers  

\ 

0 

1 

0 

2 

One,  to  each  of  the  fol- 

ing,  viz  :— Butcher,  Brick 

Maker,  Carpenter,  Coop- 

er, Printer,  Cabinet  Mak- 

er, Druggist,  Stone  Cutter 

Gunsmith,  Wire  Manufac- 

turer, Paper  Stainer,  Boat 

Builder,  &  general  service 

12 

0 

1 

0 

13 

(1 

to  Housewifery,  

41 

6 

47 

Discharged,  given  up  to  friends,  or  sent 

31 

7 

2 

3 

43 

3 

1 

0 

C 

4 

198 

49 

41 

9 

297 

^^€5  o/*  227  Children  who  were  received  during  the  year  1845. 


1   was   7  years  old, 


2 

were  8 

u 

55  ' 

15 

1 

was  9 

(( 

29  ' 

'  16 

13 

were  10 

tt 

17  ' 

'  17 

10 

"  11 

11 

5  ' 

18 

({ 

27 

"  12 

it 

1  ' 

'  19 

tt 

26 

"  13 

it 

1  * 

'  20 

tt 

39 

"  14 

it 

227 

119  Carried  forward. 


119  Brought  forward. 


Average  age — 14  years,  14  days. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  BOYS. 

During  the  year  of  which  we  now  report,  the  boys  have  been 
employed  at  getting  out  from  the  rough  plank,  chair  seat  frames, 
and  filling  them  with  cane,  prepared  on  the  premises  by  the 
children.  They  have  also  been  engaged  at  manufacturing  razor- 
strops,  pocket-books,  and  paper  cases  of  various  patterns. 

The  making  and  mending  of  the  shoes  worn  by  the  children,  is 
done  by  them  on  the  premises. 

The  washing,  making  and  mending  for  the  whole  family,  is  done 
by  the  children. 


WORK  DONE  AT   THE  FEMALE  HOUSE 
DURING  THE    YEAR  1  845. 


Frocks  made  —  1 46 

Aprons  do  181 

Other  articles  of 

girl's  clothing. do  345 

Jackets  do  139 

Pantaloons  do  646 

Shirts  do  640 

Sheets  do  154 

Pillow  Cases... do  166 

Bed  Ticks,  do   19 

Shoes  Bound... do  135 

Skirts  do  149 


Rollers  do   8 

Curtains  do. ...  5 

Table  Cloths.... do   4 

Handkerchiefs  Hemmedl64 

Letters  Marked  413 

Stocking  Strings  500  pr. 

Suspenders  457  " 

Holders  146 

Garments  repaired .  .21,538 
Stocking  heels  run. . . . 500  pr. 
Stockings  mended. .. .4,169 
Carpet  Balls  94  lbs. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DAILY  JOURNAL  OF  1845. 
January  30/^. 

D.  B.,  after  an  absence  of  five  years,  called  in  company  with 
his  master  ;  has  seiTcd  his  time  faithfully,  and  has  a  certificate  of 
good  character  from  his  master,  who,  in  view  of  his  past  faithful- 
ness, will  not  leave  him  till  he  secures  a  situation  for  him,  which 
he  hopes  to  do  in  a  neighboring  village,  at  engineering. 

Sunday,  Feb.  l^fh. 

Mr.  M.  held  meeting  with  us  this  morning,  and  Dr.  B.  preached 
in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  AV.  of  the  Committee,  attended  in  the 
afternoon.  Messrs.  H.  and  R.  visited  the  Sabbath  Schools,  and 
Mr.  M.  distributed  tracts. 

February  17th. 

H.  A.  served  his  time  faithfully  as  a  brick^mason,  and  now,  after 
an  absence  of  9  years,  calls  to  see  his  old  home.  He  says  it  would 
have  gone  hard  with  him  had  he  not  been  sent  here.  He  is  now 
of  staid  and  industrious  habits,  and  has  plenty  of  employment  in 
an  adjacent  city. 

February  l^tli. 

C.  N.  and  T.  S.  were  received  from  the  Police,  and  E.  D.  and 
P.  S.  from  the  Special  Sessions — three  boys  and  one  girl.  They 
all  look  as  if  they  needed  a  home. 

February  20th, 

We  have  this  day  an  addition  of  two  boys  and  three  girls  to  our 
large  family — all  from  the  Police. 

March  IQth. 

Our  Visiting  Committee  made  their  official  visit  this  day,  accom- 
panied by  a  distinguished  German  gentleman. 

March  18th. 

Happening  at  the  Police,  we  found  one  of  our  boys  who 
had  recently  been  bound  out  and  left  his  place.  His  appearance 
was  much  altered  for  the  worse,  and  we  took  him  home  to  give  him 
another  trial. 

We  have  this  day  made  Indentures  for  six  of  our  children,  and 
received  three. 
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March  Slst. 

We  are  again  indebted  to  the  New- York  Young  Men's  Bible 
Society  for  the  liberal  donation  of  200  English  Bibles,  with  three 
copies  each  of  the  German,  French,  and  Spanish  Bibles,  which 
enables  us  to  replace  several  worn  out  in  our  schools,  and  leaves  a 
large  balance  to  distribute  to  those  who  leave.  Every  child  who 
leaves  here,  is  furnished  with  a  Bible  through  the  liberality  of  the 
above  Society. 

P.  M.  A.  and  I.  E.,  two  very  respectable  looking  men  who  left 
here  several  years  ago,  attended  service  in  our  chapel  yesterday. 
They  are  both  men  of  families  now,  and  are  doing  well. 

April  1st. 

A.  W,  who  left  us  ten  years  ago,  and  whose  term  of  apprentice- 
ship expired  three  years  ago,  called  to  see  us  this  day.  He  still 
remains  with  his  former  master  on  wages — a  sturdy  and  intelligent 
man. 

This  was  quarterly  visiting  day  for  the  friends  and  relatives  of 
the  children,  and  they  were  here  in  large  numbers. 

April  mil. 

M.  E.  P.,  one  of  our  girls,  who  served  her  term  of  apprentice- 
ship faithfully,  called  to  see  us  this  day — is  well  clothed  and 
appears  well.    She  is  now  living  with  her  mother  in  the  city. 

It  becomes  our  painful  duty  to  record  the  death  of  another  of 
our  Board  of  Managers,  Mr.  Jacob  Drake,  who  is  the  fourth  Man- 
ager removed  by  the  hand  of  death  during  the  year  past.  How 
true  is  it,  that  "in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death." 

April  l^th, 

D.  C.  H.,  one  of  our  lads,  who  has  been  with  us  15  months,  was 
this  day  restored  to  his  father,  who  is  a  highly  respectable  man, 
and  a  manufacturer,  residing  in  one  of  the  western  counties  of 
the  State.    The  lad  is  intelligent,  and  we  hope  will  yet  do  well. 

April  22d. 

M.  M.,  formerly  one  of  our  girls,  who  served  her  term  of  appren- 
ticeship to  the  satisfaction  of  her  master,  called  to  see  us  this  day, 
and  brought  her  marriage  certificate.  She  is  wedded  to  a  respec- 
table mechanic  in  the  city,  and  resides  at  No.  —  street,  where  she 
invited  us  to  call. 

J.  C.  also  called.  Her  apprenticeship  expired  about  a  year  ago. 
She  was  married  to  a  respectable  mechanic  in  INIarch  last,  and  is 
keeping  house  at  73  —  street.  She  is  a  very  neat  and  respectable 
looking  woman. 

T.  W.,  who  left  us  five  years  ago,  staid  three  years  with  his 
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master,  wlio  gave  liim  tlic  balance  of  his  time.  He  called  to  say 
that  he  was  at  the  ]3oiler  making  business,  and  was  doing  well, 
and  his  appearance  indicated  the  truth  of  his  statement. 

Ma7j  8th. 

J.  N.,  one  of  our  lads  who  was  indentured  several  years  ago,  and 
who  has  yet  one  year  to  serve,  called  to-day  to  apply  for  another 
boy  for  his  master.  lie  brought  a  letter  from  his  master,  in  which 
he  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  J.  N. — says  he  is  capable  of  taking 
charge  of  his  business,  in  which  he  employs  from  twenty  to  thirty 
men.    He  is  a  member  of  a  religious  society. 

May  22d. 

It  was  with  deep  feelings  of  regret  and  surprise,  that  we  heard 
last  evening  of  the  sudden  and  melancholy  death  of  Robert  C. 
Cornell,  Esq.,  who  for  many  years  past  has  labored  with  untiring 
zeal,  directed  by  a  sound  judgment,  for  the  benefit  of  this  and 
other  public  institutions  of  our  city.  We  feel  that  we  have  lost  a 
personal  friend,  and  in  this  afflctive  dispensation,  a  whole  commu- 
nity is  bereaved. 

June  5tfi. 

J.  M.,  formerly  one  of  our  boys,  and  now  a  highly  respectable 
looking  man,  called  this  day.  He  was  bound  several  years  ago 
to  a  farmer  in  an  adjacent  county,  and  served  his  time  faithfully, 
which  expired  in  April  last.  J.  immediately  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  take  his  master's  farm  (150  acres  of  good  land,)  on 
shares. 

The  master  to  furnish  a  good  stock  and  farming  utensils  to 
begin  with,  which  J.  is  to  keep  as  good,  and  to  have  half  of  what 
he  can  make,  and  to  board  with  the  family  free  of  charge.  J. 
says  he  can  do  well,  and  we  bade  him  God  speed. 

July  ^th. 

This  being  Independence  day,  we  endeavored  to  be  as  patriotic 
as  possible.  The  work-shops  were  closed  ;  the  schools  suspended  ; 
and  the  day  was  devoted  to  amusement.  The  appropriation  of  the 
Acting  Committee  afforded  an  ample  amount  of  good  things  for 
the  gratification  of  the  children,  which  were  freely  distributed 
during  the  day.  Having  some  exercises  suited  to  the  occasion, 
previously  prepared,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  repaired  to  the  chapel, 
which,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Seton,  we  were 
enabled  to  decorate  with  numerous  flags,  banners,  and  mottoes. 
Here  we  listened  to  an  oration  by  Mr.  D.,  two  dialogues,  and  an 
address  from  the  boys,  interspersed  with  singing  ;  and  thus  the 
day  passed  off  pleasantly,  and  we  trust  not  unprofitably.  We 
were  favored  with  the  presence  of  several  of  our  Managers,  and  a 
number  of  our  neighbors. 
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Aug.  5th. 

William  McCamman,  Esq.,  a  member  of  tlie  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  Cincinnati^  commissioned  by  the  authorities  of  the 
above  place,  visited  our  Institution  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  such  information  as  will  best  aid  in  establishing  a  House 
of  Refuge  there.  He  presented  us  a  copy  of  their  laws  recently 
enacted  relative  to  their  Institution,  and  in  return,  we  furnished 
him  with  blank  forms  of  our  indentures,  circulars,  letters  to  mas- 
ters and  apprentices,  reports,  wants,  &c.j  and  bade  him  God  speed 
in  the  worthy  undertaking. 

Aug.  nth. 

"We  were  this  day  visited  by  several  eminent  gentlemen  from 
New  Orleans,  who  spent  some  time  on  the  premises.  A  society 
has  recently  been  organized  in  New  Orleans  to  establish  a  House 
of  Refuge,  with  which  the  above  gentlemen  are  connected. 

Aug.  I6th. 

L.  M.  and  M.  B.,  two  of  our  large  colored  boys,  were  this  day 
permitted  to  ship  on  board  a  whaling  vessel,  one  as  cook,  and  the 
other  as  steward,,  at  extraordinary  good  lays.  They  are  capable 
lads,  and  if  they  conduct  as  we  hope  they  will,  with  ordinary  suc- 
cess, their  voyage  will  prove  a  profitable  one. 

Sept.  4th. 

A.  M.,  one  of  our  girls,  was  this  day  indentured  to  J.  S.  V.,  of 

 Michigan.    The  above  person  took  one  of  our  girls  ten  years 

ago,  who  is  now  24  years  of  age,  still  remains  in  his  family,  is  a 
member  of  a  christian  church,  is  highly  respected,  and  is  under 
engagements  soon  to  be  married  to  a  respectable  person  at  the 
above  place. 

Sept.  5th. 

E.  J.,  who  served  her  time  faithfully,  called  to-day.  She  is  well 
clothed,  and  desires  to  remain  with  us  till  we  can  procure  a  situa- 
tion for  her. 

We  have  secured  a  good  place,  and  at  good  wages  for  M.  W., 
who  has  been  waiting  a  few  days  for  this  purpose. 

Sept.  23c?. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  American  Sunday  School  Union  for  a 
Donation  of  150  copies  of  the  Union  Hymn  Book,  for  the  use  of 
our  Chapel. 

Sept.  2&th. 

J.  R.,  who  left  us  eight  years  ago,  called  to-day.    He  is  a  large 
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man,  weighing  over  200  lbs.  He  was  well  dressed  and  respecta- 
ble in  his  appearance  and  manners,  owns  a  good  cai  riage  and  span 
of  horses,  and  is  driving  a  hack  in  a  neighboring  cily. 

Sept.  20th. 

We  accidentally  met  D.  H ,  one  of  our  old  boys,  at  the  Dry 
Dock  this  day,  on  board  the  steamer  Hendrick  Hudson.  He  is  a 
painter  and  guilder,  and  is  performing  some  of  the  finest  work  in 
the  cabins  of  tliis  splendid  boat. 

Oct.  1st. 

We  this  day  have  information  from  one  of  our  colored  girls, 
whose  term  of  apprenticeship  has  just  expired,  and  who  conducted 
herself  with  great  propriety,  and  has  now  gone  to  N.  B.  to  take  pos- 
session of  $3,500,  left  by  a  deceased  uncle,  who  for  many  was 
steward  of  a  whale  ship. 

Oct.  18th. 

J.  O.,  one  of  the  early  inmates  of  the  Institution,  and  of  whom 
there  was  at  that  time  but  little  hope,  called  this  day.  With  a 
worthy  young  man  for  partner,  he  has  been  doing  business  on  his 
own  account  for  three  years  past — is  married,  and  has  three  children, 
and  is  getting  on  prosperously. 

Nov.  1st. 

Dr.  Buel,  Secretary  of  the  New- York  Young  Men's  Bible 
Society,  visited  this  day,  to  see  if  we  were  in  want  of  more  Bibles. 
His  visit  was  very  timely,  as  we  had  but  six  copies  of  the  last 
supply  left.    He  very  kindly  left  an  order  for  one  hundred  copies. 

Nov.  Sd. 

We  heard  this  day  of  one  of  our  boys,  who  was  indentured  to 
a  farmer  several  years  ago,  who  served  his  time  faithfully,  after- 
wards taught  school  in  the  neighborhood  several  years,  turned  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and  is  now  attending  medical 
lectures  at  the  college  in  this  city,  with  the  view  of  following  that 
profession. 

And  also  of  another  who  left  about  the  same  time,  who  is  now 
an  accejDtable  preacher  of  the  Gospel. 

Nov.  6th. 

T.  S.,  one  of  the  earliest  inmates  of  the  Institution,  visited  this 
day.  He  left  us  about  18  years  ago,  and  is  now  about  35  years  of 
age.  His  early  history  and  character  afforded  but  little  hope  that 
he  would  ever  make  a  respectable  man,  and  his  whole  history  since 
has  been  an  eventful  one.  He  went  six  voyages  to  sea,  in  the  whaling 
service — the  proceeds  of  two  of  which  he  lost  by  being  left  sick, 
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once  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  again  at  the  Marquesas.  About 
five  years  ago,  while  at  New  Zealand,  he  was  induced  to  leave  the 
sea  and  settle  down  there,  vv^hich  he  did.  He  soon  became  con- 
nected with  the  Police  of  the  British  settlement,  was  shortly  after 
promoted,  and  commanded  a  good  salary.  He  married  an  English 
girl,  purchased  five  acres  of  land  with  two  small  houses — one  of 
which  he  occupied,  the  other  he  rented.  He  had  cows,  goats,  pigs, 
and  poultry  about  him,  and  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  was 
getting  on  not  only  comfortably,  but  prosperously,  when  the  w^ar 
with  the  natives,  which  commenced  early  last  spring  and  terminated 
in  August,  resulted  in  breaking  up  the  British  settlement  and  driv- 
ing off'  the  settlers  with  the  loss  of  every  thing.  T.  and  family 
with  several  others  took  passage  in  a  N.  B.  whaling  vessel,  while 
the  United  States  ship  Vincennes  took  the  women,  children,  and 
wounded.  T.  has  just  arrived,  and  had  papers  which  have  already 
been  examined,  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statements. 
He  is  now  here,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  without  means  and 
without  em.ployment.  His  case  certainly  presents  strong  claims 
not  only  for  sympathy  but  for  assistance.  He  now  asks  the  man- 
agers not  for  money,  but  for  employment  that  will  enable  him  hon- 
estly to  maintain  his  family. 

Dec.  Zd. 

P.  C.  and  J.  L.,  two  fine  looking  lads,  about  19  years  of  age, 
formerly  from  this  place,  called  to  visit  us  this  day.  They  are  still 
at  their  places  and  doing  well.  The  master  of  the  former  died 
about  a  year  ago,  since  which  P.  has  had  charge  of  the  farm 
They  gave  us  information  of  five  boys  and  two  girls  in  the  same 
neighborhood  doing  well. 

Dec.  M. 

We  have  this  day  received  verbal  information  from  twelve  of 
our  children  in  different  parts  of  the  country — all  doing  well,  and 
shall  with  great  pleasure  append  such  information  to  their  respec- 
tive histories. 

Dec.  21th. 

The  mails  of  the  last  three  days  have  brought  us  twenty-one 
letters  from  masters  of  our  children — nineteen  of  which  are  favor- 
able  accounts. 

Dec.  Zlst. 

This  day  finds  us  with  a  family  of  287  children  ;  and  we  venture 
to  say,  that  the  same  number  gathered  promiscuously  from  any 
community,  could  not  be  found,  who  enjoy  a  better  state  of  general 
health.  Thanks  to  a  kind  Providence,  none  are  confined  to  bed, 
and  few  are  complaining,  and  we  trust  all  will  be  able  to  enter  with 
spirit  into  the  hilarity  of  the  New  Year's  Day. 


LETTERS 


FROM     MASTERS     WHOSE     APPRENTICES     ARE    STILL     WITH  TIIEM. 

BOYS. 

January  1st,  18-15. 

Dear  Sir; 

J.  M.  remains  with  me.  He  is  honest,  industrious,  and 
ambitious  of  future  respectability,  as  far  as  can  be  expected  for 
one  of  his  age.  He  is  much  pleased  with  his  situation,  and 
chooses  to  remain  with  me. 

Yours,  &c., 
L.  K. 


B.  J.  January  Is/,  1845. 

Dear  Sir  ; 

I  should  have  written  you  long  since,  but  have  been  much 
indisposed  all  the  fall,  and  am  still  an  invalid. 

Feeling  anxious  you  should  know  how  those  you  have  entrusted 
to  my  care  are  getting  along,  I  would  say  of  S.  C.  he  is  as  good 
and  faithful  a  boy  as  ever  was,  and  as  steady  as  any  old  man.  In 
my  last  I  said  he  would  never  be  flogged  by  me  again,  there  has 
been  no  need  of  it.  I  am  convinced  children  can  be  reasoned 
with  and  made  to  understand  what  is  right  and  wrong,  and  the 
consequences  thereof,  as  well  as  adults. 

Of  E.  \V.  we  can  say,  she  is  much  improved,  is  a  good  girl  for 
work,  but  something  of  an  eye  servant.  She  is  naturally  a  sour, 
ill-tempered  child,  but  we  hope  by  precept  and  example,  to  make 
a  good  girl  of  her.  She  takes  to  her  studies  much  better  than  S. 
who  is  a  wonderful  thick  head  at  study.  It  is  very  hard  work  for 
him  to  understand  any  thing,  or  retain  it  afterwards.  He  prides 
himself  just  now,  in  breaking  to  his  notion  a  yoke  of  two  years 
old  steers,  which  I  gave  him  lately.  A  prouder  fellow  you  never 
saw. 

They  have  scarcely  been  sick  a  day  since  they  arrived  here. 

Yours,  truly, 
E.  P.  D. 


January  13th,  1845. 

Respected  Friend; 

E.  C.  remains  with  me.    He  is  honest,  industrious  and 
improved  in  education.    He  is  quite  attentive  to  his  business,  and 
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has  not  experienced  a  day's  sickness  since  he  has  been  with  me. 
He  has  given  me  satisfaction,  and  I  believe  has  improved  much  in 
moral  character. 

Yours,  &c., 

P.  R. 


January  I3th,  1845. 

Dear  Sir; 

R.  remains  v^ith  me,  and  is  doing  well.  He  is  honest  and 
industrious,  and  improves  the  privilege  of  attending  both  Sabbath 
and  Day  school.  He  has  not  been  absent  one  Sabbath  from 
church  while  he  has  been  with  me.  His  health  is  good,  and  I  do 
not  think  he  will  leave  me,  for  he  seems  to  be  attached  to  ray 
family  and  situation.  I  think  with  proper  advantages,  he  may 
become  a  useful  member  of  society.  He  improves  in  penman- 
ship, and  will  soon  write  to  you.  He  is  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Wood  enquires  after  him. 

With  respect  I  remain,  Yours  &c., 

C.  C.  Van  R. 


January  16th,  1845. 

Dear  Sir; 

The  little  lad  who  was  indentured  to  me  from  your  Institu- 
tion, named  J.  P.  is  still  with  me,  is  well  suited  and  a  fine  little 
fellow.  We  think  much  of  him.  He  sends  his  respects  to  his 
friends. 

Yours  with  respect, 

J.  C. 

January  24//i,  1845. 

Mr.  Wood, 

I  send  you  the  following  in  regard  to  J.  D.  He  is  honest, 
industrious,  and  improves  in  education  daily.  At  present  there  is 
no  Sabbath  School  in  the  place,  but  he  attended  one  last  winter. 
In  regard  to  his  future  character,  I  think  very  favorably.  He 
says  he  is  pleased  with  his  situation.  In  addition  to  what  I  was 
to  give  him  I  have  promised  him  a  yoke  of  young  cattle,  if  he 
conducts  properly. 

Yours,  &c., 

I.  P. 


January  27ih,  1845. 

Mr.  Wood, 

Dear  Sir; 

Respecting  the  boy  C.  H.  he  is  yet  with  me.  He  is 
industrious  and  improved  in  education.  He  attends  Sabbath 
School.  His  general  habits  are  backward  or  diffident,  but  he 
seems  to  have  a  desire  to  become  useful.  We  frequently  leave 
bim  at  home  to  take  care  of  things,  and  seldom  find  any  thing 
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wrong  when  we  return.  If  so,  he  is  generally  sorry,  and  seems 
to  feel  it  was  an  en'or  of  the  head,  and  not  of  the  heart.  He 
never  runs  round  the  neighborhood  niglits  with  bad  boys,  and  has 
no  inclination  to  do  so. 

S.  W.  S. 


February  2Uh,  1845. 

Dear  Sir; 

Having  an  opportunity  to  write,  and  knowing  that  you  are 
always  desirous  to  hear  from  your  boys,  I  drop  a  line  to  inform 
you,  that  J.  D,  is  well,  and  attending  school  as  our  manner  is  in 
the  winter  season. 

He  was  very  backward  but  now  learns  well.  I  have  spent  much 
time  to  instruct  him,  but  if  he  does  well,  and  improves,  I  shall  be 
well  paid.  He  is  contented,  enjoys  himself  well,  and  sends  hie 
respects. 

H.  S, 


March  8th,  1845. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  some  information  respecting 
your  child  P.  P.  who  was  indentured  to  me. 

He  is  still  with  me  and  probably  will  be  until  death  or  age  parts 
us.  He  says  he  is  well  satisfied  with  the  choice  you  made  for 
him,  and  often  speaks  of  his  "  Home,"  and  the  instructions  he 
was  brought  up  under  while  in  the  Refuge.  He  sends  you  his 
sincere  love,  and  thankful  respects. 

He  has  enjoyed  good  health,  and  has  grown  as  much  the  past 
year  I  think,  as  I  ever  saw  a  boy. 

I  believe  he  is  honest,  industrious,  and  improved  in  education. 
I  endeavor  to  bring  him  up  to  reverence  the  Sabbath.  He  seems 
to  look  forward  to  manhood  and  desire,  that,  as  he  has  been 
befriended  by  God  and  man,  he  may  by  the  grace  of  God  be  a 
benefit  to  mankind  and  glorify  God. 

I  remain,  Your  sincere  friend, 

G.  D.  W. 

March  ISih,  1845. 

Respected  Friends  ; 

I  feel  very  thankful  that  I  have  had  the  fortune  to  get  so 
good  a  boy  as  I.  M.  has  proved  to  be.  He  is  honest,  industrious, 
and  improved  in  education. 

He  attends  church,  and  appears  to  be  ambitious  of  future 
respectability  and  usefulness.  I  have  not  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  chastising  him  since  he  has  been  with  me. 

I  have  used  moral  suasion  to  a  very  good  purpose  I  think  so  far 

Yours,  . 
T.  W.  D 
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March  Uth,  1845. 

Dear  Sir; 

I  write  the  following  to  inform  you  that  the  boy  I.  B.  A. 
indented  to  me  from  your  institution,  is  well,  and  much  pleased 
with  his  home.  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  boy.  He  is  honest, 
industrious  and  trusty,  but  makes  little  progress  in  education,  in 
consequence  of  weak  eyes. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  S.  Wood  :  J.  B. 

Superintendent. 


April  21s/,  1845. 

Sir; 

H,  F.  is  a  very  good  boy.  He  is  honest  and  industrious, 
and  has  the  prospect  of  making  a  smart  man.  I  should  not  know 
how  to  spare  him.  He  ploughs  with  me  every  day,  and  improves 
fast.  I  sent  him  to  school  last  winter,  which  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  him.  He  attends  church  regularly,  and  is  respected  by 
all  who  know  him. 

Yours  &c., 
N.  D.  A. 


May  19th,  1845. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Wood, 
Dear  Sir  ; 

I  have  to  inform  you,  with  much  pleasure,  that  I.  is  still 
with  me,  a  good,  honest,  and  industrious  boy.  He  has  attended 
Bchool  four  months  each  winter  since  with  me,  and  has  improved 
in  education.  He  attends  public  worship,  and  is  as  ambitious  of 
future  respectability  and  usefulness  as  any  boy.  I  endeavor  to 
instill  into  his  mind,  principles  of  honest  industry  and  economy. 

He  has  time  to  earn  something  for  himself,  which  I  intend  to 
increase,  so  that  he  may  have  something  at  the  expiration  of  his 
time  if  he  continues  to  behave  well. 

He  holds  a  small  note  against  me  on  interest,  which  is  renewed, 
and  as  his  funds  increase,  they,  with  the  interest  are  put  in. 

Respectfully  Yours, 
A.  B.  T. 


August  4:th,lSi5. 

Dear  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  wishes,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  some 
account  of  the  conduct  of  J.  R.  N.  I  believe  i  mentioned  in  a 
former  letter,  that  he  had  twice  been  guilty  of  taking  things  with- 
out liberty,  which  are  the  only  crimes  I  have  detected  in  him 
since  he  has  lived  with  me.  In  other  respects  he  is  the  most 
faithful  boy  in  the  neighborhood,  being  honest,  industrious  and 
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trustworthy.  He  improves  in  education,  and  attends  Sabbatli 
School  regularly.  He  is  contented  with  his  situation,  and  likes 
the  country  Letter  than  the  city.  He  has  worked  on  the  farm 
chiefly,  having  preferred  that  to  the  shop. 

,  Very  truly,  Yours, 

J.  B. 

Decemhcr  I3lh,  1845. 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Wood, 

M.  M'C.  is  yet  with  me,  is  honest  and  active  in  learning 
and  work,  and  attends  Sabbath  School,  and  is  well  satisfied  with 
his  place. 

M.  M'C.  is  as  good  a  boy  as  I  want.  He  is  always  ready  and 
willing,  and  shall  never  want  for  learning,  food  nor  clothes  whilst 
he  lives  with  me.  Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  P.  B. 

December  13th,  1845. 

S.  S.  Wood, 

Dear  Sir; 

Wm  J.  P.  is  still  with  me.  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  he  is  an  honest  boy  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He 
is  likewise  industrious  and  very  willing  to  do  his  duty  as  far  as 
capable.  I  believe  he  is  contented,  as  he  goes  about  his  work 
singing  and  whistling,  and  in  a  boy,  you  know,  that  indicates  con- 
tentment.   I  remain,  Yours,  &:c., 

E.  J.  H. 

May  Is/,  1845. 

Dear  Sir; 

The  bearer  of  this  loiter,  J.  B.  is  a  young  man  who  came 
from  your  Institution  about  seven  years  ago.  I  would  like  to 
have  you  send  me  another  good  boy  about  twelve  years  of  age. 
I  will  teach  him  the  shoe-making  business.  Please  send  the  boy 
by  J.,  he  will  take  care  that  he  is  delivered  to  me. 

J.  is  a  pious  young  man,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  presby- 
terian  church  for  four  years.  I  can  trust  him  to  do  my  business 
in  the  manufacturing  shop.    He  is  nineteen  this  month. 

Respectfully  Yours, 

F.  A.  M. 

December  18th,  1845. 

Mr.  Wood  ; 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  communicate  to  you  an  account 
of  the  good  behavior  of  J.  T.  He  attended  school  last  winter, 
as  he  does  also  at  present,  and  is  improved  in  education.  I  con- 
sider him  perfectly  honest. 

Yours  with  respect, 

S  M. 
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FROM  MASTERS  OF  GIRLS. 

January  2dy  1845. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Wood, 
Dear  Sir  ; 

I  write  with  much  pleasure  to  give  you  the  desired  infer- 
raation  in  relation  to  M.  B.  She  still  remains  with  me,  and  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  but  she  is  perfectly  honest,  very  industrious, 
and  shows  a  disposition  to  do  every  thing  to  please. 

As  to  her  education  she  is  going  to  school  this  winter,  and 
shows  a  disposition  to  try  to  learn,  although  I  think  she  is  not 
quick  to  take  learning.  She  attends  church  regularly  with  myself 
and  family.  I  have  never  known  her  to  do  a  dishonest  act,  but 
conducts  herself  in  every  respect  so  as  to  give  us  very  great  hopes 
of  her  future  usefulness  and  respectability.  She  wishes  to  be 
remembered  very  respectfully  to  the  managers  of  your  institution. 

I  remain,  yours,  &c., 

J.  C.  A. 


January  24:thy  1845. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Wood, 
Dear  Sir  : 

M.  K.  still  remains  with  me  and  is  a  very  good  girl.  She 
appears  to  be  honest  and  industrious,  improving  somewhat  in 
education,  and  appears  to  be  ambitious  of  future  respectability 
and  usefulness,  as  far  as  any  girl  of  her  capacity.  She  appears 
well  contented  and  happy. 

Yours  truly, 
C.  G.  S. 


January  28///,  1845. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  young  woman  J.  D.  is  yet  with  me.  I  think  her  hon- 
est, industrious  and  improved  in  education.  She  appears  to  be 
ambitious,  and  bids  fair  to  make  a  virtuous  woman  and  useful 
member  of  society. 

Yours  with  respect, 

J.  C. 


April  22d,  1845. 

S.  S.  Wood, 

Dear  Sir: 

The  girl  M.  B.  remains  with  me,  is  honest,  industrious, 
and  improved  in  education.  Attends  S.  S.  regularly  and  is  ambi- 
tious of  future  respectability  and  usefulness.    I  would  further 
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State  that  she  is  perfectly  contented  and  has  no  thought  of  leaving. 
I  find  her  a  very  useful  girl. 

Respectfully  Yours, 
N.  B. 

December  I5lh,  1845. 

S.  S.  Wood, 

Dear  Sir  : 

E.  P.  remains  with  me.    She  is  honest,  industrious,  and 
improved  in  education.    She  regularly  attends  church,  and  is  very 
^  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness. 

She  is  a  well  disposed,  obedient  girl,  and  appears  to  be  well 
pleased  with  her  situation  here.  She  is  very  anxious  to  know 
whether  her  mother  is  still  living,  and  if  you  have  any  information 
you  will  oblige  me  by  sending  a  line. 

E.  sends  her  love  to  Mrs.  Wood  and  the  matrons,  and  her 
respects  to  Mr.  M'Kennee. 

Respectfully  Yours, 

I.  B. 

December  Idih,  1845. 

Dear  Sir, 

M.  M'C.  remains  in  my  family,  and  appears  to  be  very  well 
contented.  She  is  honest,  so  far  as  we  have  seen.  She  is  as 
industrious  as  any  girl  of  her  age,  and  I  think  bids  fair  to  make 
an  honest  and  industrious  girl. 

She  attends  S.  S.  in  the  summer  time.  She  has  improved  in 
her  education.  She  can  read  in  her  testament  tolerably  well,  and 
is  very  fond  of  her  book. 

I  can  say  with  pleasure,  that  I  have  seen  nothing  in  her  conduct 
which  leads  us  to  fear  for  her  future  character. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

G.  P.  M. 


LETTERS 

FROM  MASTERS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  CHILDREN  WHOSE  APPRENTICESHIP 
HAS  EXPIRED. 

March  1st,  1845. 

Dear  Sir  : 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  inform  you  that  the  colored  boy 
H.  C.  who  was  apprenticed  to  me  March  1st,  1840,  having  faith- 
fully served  his  time,  is  this  day  released  from  his  engagement, 
and  now  voluntarily  remains  with  me  as  a  hired  servant. 

Every  exertion  has  been  made  on  my  part  to  comply  strictly 
with  the  terms  of  his  indenture,  and  all  have,  I  believe,  been  com- 
plied with,  except  the  matter  of  education,  for  which  a  sadly  defi- 
cient memory  greatly  disqualifies  him,  notwithstanding  all  our 
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endeavors.  His  moral  culture  has  been  well  attended  to,  and 
thus  far  I  have  found  him  strictly  honest  and  sober,  with  every 
apparent  disposition  to  c6ntinue  so. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

T.  S. 

August  27th,  1845. 

Dear  Sir: 

J.  S.  and  J.  B.,  the  two  boys  whom  I  took  from  the  Refuge 
some  years  since,  both  served  out  their  time  with  me — the  latter 
is  married,  and  himself  and  wife  are  both  members  in  good  stand- 
ing in  the  M.  E.  church,  and  own  a  small  place  near  me. 
J.  S.,  I  believe,  is  conducting  himself  very  properly. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  C. 

January  2Sth,  1845. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  inform  you,  that  the 
terra  of  service  of  H.  B.  (a  colored  girl,)  expired  by  indenture  on 
the  18th  inst. 

In  consideration  of  her  faithful  service  during  her  apprentice- 
ship, we  have  offered  her  the  highest  wages  for  such  help  until  1st 
of  May  next,  when  she  thinks  she  shall  wish  to  return  to  New- 
York.  The  very  few  foibles  of  her  youth  during  the  last  two 
years,  we  would  pass  over  in  silence.  We  can  very  conscien- 
tiously recommend  her  as  a  good  and  faithful  servant,  and  shall 
do  so,  whenever  it  suits  her  interest  or  inclination  to  leave  us. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  M. 


NOTES  FROM   THE  FORMER  SUPERINTENDENT. 

March  21st,  1845. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Wood, 
Dear  Sir  : 

A  few  days  since,  J.  P.  spoke  to  me  in  the  street.  He  is 
now  married,  and  has  one  child,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  a 
Christian  church.  J.  is  an  honest  and  respectable  looking  young 
man,  and  maintains  his  family  by  boating  on  the  North  river. 

Yours, 
D.  T.  Jr. 

JV.  Y.  June  16ih,  1845. 

Mr.  Wood, 
Sir: 

A  young  man  met  me  a  few  evenings  since,  in  the  street, 
who  is  now  keeping  a  lace  store  on  his  own  account  in  Greenwich 
street.    He  is  a  member  of  a  religious  society,  gentlemanly  in  his 
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maimers,  careful  and  attentive  to  liis  business,  and  the  prospect  is 
that  he  will  succeed  in  business. 

I  was  a  few  d;  ys  since,  in  the  house  of  one  of  our  boys,  who  is 
the  owner  of  four  lots  of  ground,  two  2  story  buildings  on  them, 
and  a  shop  in  the  rear  of  about  20  by  50  feet.  He  has  a  wife  and 
two  children,  four  apprentices,  and  a  comfortable,  tidy  house. 
His  parlor  contains  a  portrait  of  his  father,  wife,  child  and  himself, 
and  there  is  an  ease  and  pleasantness  about  his  wife,  which  ren- 
ders a  visit  there  extremely  gratifying. 

Respectfully  Yours, 

D.  T.  Jr. 


August  13//?,  1845. 

Friday  last,  I  met  with  J.  E.  B.    He  owns  the  schooner  C — 

When  at  home,  he  resides  in  H  ,  has  a  wife  and  one  child,— 

a  clever  man. 


October  Gth,  1845. 

Passing  through  the  First  Ward,  a  few  days  since,  who  should 
take  me  by  the  hand  but  J.  K.  J.  was,  a  few  years  since,  mate  of 
a  vessel  out  of  this  port,  but  is  now  a  member  of  the  star  Police. 

You  will  of  course  inform  the  managers  the  service  they  are 
rendering  the  commonwealth.    He  has  a  wife  and  two  children. 

A  few  days  since  I  met  a  woman  in  market,  the  mother  of  some 
half  dozen  children,  who  sixteen  years  ago  was  an  inmate  of  the 
Refuge,  and  so  was  her  husband,  but  no  one  would  suspect. 

Yours  truly, 
D.  T.  Jr. 


LETTERS 

FROM    CHILDREN  STILL   IN    THEIR  APPRENTICESHIP. 
BOYS. 

January  13//?,  1845. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  take  up  my  pen  to  inform  you,  according  to  promise,  how 
I  like  my  place.  I  like  the  place,  and  the  people  with  whom  I 
live.    I  go  to  school  and  learn. 

I  should  like  very  much  to  receive  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wood,  and 
to  hear  from  my  brother  and  friends. 

Yours  respectfully, 

M.  M. 


January  27th,  1845. 

Respected  Friend  ; 

I  was  an  inmate  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  through 
your  kind  care  and  protection,  was  indentured  to  Mr.  Smith.  I 
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am  indebted  to  you  in  lasting  gratitude.  I  like  my  place,  and 
have  a  good  master  and  mistress,  who  use  me  well.  I  attend 
meeting  quite  often.  Give  my  best  respects  to  all  enquiring 
friends,  and  to  all  the  boys. 

I  remain, 

Yours  with  respect  and  esteem, 

C.  H. 

February  2d,  lS4o. 

Esteemed  Friend  : 

I  am  going  to  write  to  you,  and  I  wish  you  to  let  me  know 
where  my  brother  and  sister  are. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  are  good  people.  I  have  got  a  good  place  and 
I  shall  keep  it.  I  go  to  school  and  to  meetings.  I  have  attended 
Sunday  School,  but  there  is  none  now  in  the  neighborhood.  I 
have  signed  the  temperance  pledge,  and  I  intend  to  keep  it.  Mr. 
S.  canies  mail,  and  I  work  on  the  farm.  I  sometimes  go  with  the 
mail. 

I  have  seen  several  of  the  boys,  and  I  believe  they  are  doing 
well.  I  should  like  to  come  and  see  you.  I  have  seen  many 
times  when  I  would  like  to  have  gone  back  to  the  Asylum.  When 
boys  have  a  good  place  I  advise  them  to  stay  in  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Wm.  F.  P. 

March  eih,  1845. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  now  take  my  pen  in  hand  for  the  first  time  since  I  left  you, 
to  inform  you  of  my  health  and  situation  in  life,  which  is  very 
pleasant.  I  have  found  a  good  home  at  M.  G's.,  and  I  think  I 
need  to  be  thankful  for  it.  I  hope  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
inform  me  where  my  brother  R.  is.  I  heard  that  he  was  dead  ; 
but  if  he  is  alive,  I  would  rejoice  to  know  where  he  is,  and  see 
him  once  more.  I  have  no  connections  but  him  that  T  know  of ; 
and  I  hope  that  some  day  we  shall  have  the  privilege  of  seeing 
each  other  again ;  but  if  we  should  never  meet  here,  I  hope  we 
shall  be  so  happy  as  to  meet  where  parting  shall  be  no  more. 

Yours  with  respect, 


Sandwich  Islands,  March  25th,  1845. 

Honored  Sir: 

I  take  the  liberty  to  write  to  you,  hoping  to  find  yourself 
and  family  well,  as  I  am  at  present — thank  God  ! 

We  put  into  this  island  to  get  some  water  and  more  men.  We 
have  taken  one  sperm  whale,  which  made  70  barrels  of  oil.  We 
had  one  boat  stove,  but  all  hands  saved.    G.  J.  sends  his  best 
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regards  to  yourself  and  family.  Please  remember  me  to  my 
mother. 

I  remain, 

Your  obliged  humble  servant, 

G.  M. 
Ship  H. 


^pril  26ih,  1845. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  you,  hoping  that  you 
are  well,  and  that  the  boys  are  good.  I  have  a  very  good  place, 
and  am  satisfied.  T  have  a  very  good  boss,  who  instructs  mo  that 
I  may  become  useful  in  society. 

I  mean  to  stay  in  my  place  and  be  a  good  boy. 

I  have  got  some  new  clothes,  and  go  to  church  every  Sunday. 
It  is  a  pleasant  place  where  I  live,  and  I  like  it  better  than  New- 
York  or  Brooklyn.  My  work  is  light ;  and  my  boss  says  if  I  stay 
my  time  out,  he  will  give  me  $100  or  the  shoemakers'  trade,  just 
which  I  choose.  I  go  to  school  in  the  winter,  after  the  crops  are 
in.  1  am  coming  over  this  summer,  or  early  in  the  fall,  with  my 
boss,  to  see  you. 

Yours, 
A.  S. 

June  2d,  1845. 

Dear  Friends  : 

I  am  very  well  pleased  with  my  place.  I  shall  stay  until  I 
am  of  age,  and  hope  A.  will  do  the  same.  I  go  to  meeting  every 
Sunday,  and  sometimes  week-days,  Sunday  school  commences 
to-day,  and  I  hope  to  go  every  Sunday.  My  Mistress'  brother  is 
going  down  to  get  a  boy,  I  wish  you  would  give  him  as  good  a  boy 
as  you  have,  for  I  know  he  will  use  him  like  his  own  children. 

I  have  the  privilege  this  summer  of  planting  corn  and  potatoes. 
That  is  more  than  I  had  last  summer,  and  I  thank  you  for  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 


September  9lh,  1845. 

Dear  Superintendent  : 

It  has  been  one  year  since  I  left  the  House  of  Refuge.  I 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  have  found  that  my  master  is 
very  good  to  me.  He  lets  me  sit  at  table  with  his  family,  and 
always  prays  before  meals. 

I  go  to  Sunday  school,  and  have  good  examples  set  before  me. 
I  have  a  Question  book,  and  the  Bible  you  gave  me,  and  I  have 
been  over  to  1st  Samuel. 

I  have  read  the  letter  you  gave  me  when  I  left  the  House,  three 
or  four  times. 
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I  have  learned  to  use  the  plough,  and  have  ploughed  tv^ro  lots  of 
my  master's  corn,  and  hoed  little  potatoes  when  he  was  lame. 
I  should  like  to  have  you  send  me  a  Hymn-book,  if  you  please. 

Yours  sincerely, 

T.  L. 


GIRLS. 

March  ls<,  1846. 

Mr.  Wood, 
Sir: 

1  have  been  here  five  years,  and  I  have  two  years  and-^ix 
months  yet  to  stay.  I  wish  much  to  hear  from  you  and  all  my 
friends.  When  I  came  here  I  did  not  know  how  to  read,  but  now 
I  know  how  to  read  well.  I  go  to  Sunday  school,  and  have  learned 
a  great  many  hymns.  I  have  studied  two  question  books  on  the 
Holy  Scriptures  through,  and  the  catechism  and  many  proofs. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  M. 


May  nth,  1845. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  fulfil  your  request.  I  am  much 
pleased  with  my  place,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  are  very  kind  to  me. 
I  go  with  the  family  to  church  every  Sunday.  I  intend  to  stay  my 
time  out,  and  do  as  well  as  1  know  how. 

I  have  goslings,  ducks  and  chickens  to  feed,  and  I  milk  two 
cows,  and  I  expect  to  milk  six,  and  I  like  to,  very  much.  Please 
send  my  books,  testament  in  particular.  Give  my  love  to  Mrs. 
Wood  and  to  Mr.  McKennee,  and  to  all  the  girls. 

Affectionately  yours, 

M.  M'K. 

June  14,  1845. 

Mr.  Wood, 

Sir  : — 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  pleased 
with  the  country.  Mrs.  B.  is  well  pleased  with  my  work.  I  have 
learned  to  milk  and  churn.  We  have  lots  of  radishes  and  peas 
which  I  have  helped  to  plant  in  the  garden.  I  have  every  day 
clothes  and  Sunday  clothes,  and  I  helped  to  make  them. 

I  attend  church  and  Sabbath  school  every  Sunday,  and  am  learn- 
ing Bible  questions.  Please  give  my  love  to  teachers  and  children. 

Afiectionately  your  friend, 

E.  A.  M. 
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Ocloher  14,  1845. 

Dear  Friends, 

I  am  very  glad  tliat  T  was  bound  to  such  good  people.  They 
are  like  a  father  and  mother  to  me.  We  have  only  four  in  family, 
and  it  is  very  pleasant  to  live  in  the  country,  much  more  so  than 
when  I  was  bound  before,  because  every  thing  is  pleasant  and 
comfortable  about  me.  I  hope  Miss  Carter  will  be  mistaken  for  I 
know  you  always  thought  I  would  turn  again  from  the  paths  of 
virtue,  but  I  don't  think  1  will.  Wo  live  very  pleasantly  together, 
and  I  have  avoided  my  temper. 

Please  excuse  my  pen,  I  have  promise  of  a  better  the  next  time 
I  write. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

M.  E.  D. 

This  girl  has  been  with  us  several  years.  She  was  eighteen 
years  old,  but  consented  to  be  indentured  for  one  year.  We  feared 
sometimes  the  worst  for  her,  and  shall  be  equally  happy  with  her- 
self if  she  disappoints  us.    The  master  writes  as  follows  : 

"  We  are  thus  far  much  pleased  with  M  ,  she  is  pleasant, 

faithful  and  submissive  to  counsel,  and  apparently  happy. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

"  R.  P.'' 


FR03I  A  BOY  WHOSE    APPRENTICESHIP  HAS  EXPIRED. 

March  3d,  1845. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  travelled  all  around  the  world,  and  have  been  in  all 
sorts  of  climates  since  I  left  you,  but  God  in  his  mercy  has  pro- 
tected me. 

I  have  learned  some  good  lessons  under  the  tuition  of  the  House 
of  Refuge,  that  I  never  shall  forget. 

I  am  a  parentless  wanderer,  without  so  much  as  one  person  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  that  I  can  with  certainty  call  friend,  much  less 
a  relative.    No  one  but  God,  who  has  ever  proved  faithful  to  me. 

I  have  done  wrong,  sir,  but  1  hope  my  career  of  folly  is  at  an 
end,  and  that  I  have  learned  more  wisdom. 

I  would,  sir,  be  happy  if  you  will  permit  me  to  confide  in  you 
as  a  friend :  not  that  I  would  ask  your  charity,  I  can  earn  my 
living  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow,  but  1  would  be  glad  to  be  settled 
once  more  in  the  place  of  my  childhood.  I  would,  therefore, 
simply  ask  whether  you  think  I  can  obtain  employment  in  or  near 
your  city.  I  can  do  a  little  of  almost  every  thing,  and  would 
warrant  to  give  satisfaction.  Please  give  my  good  wishes  to  the 
children  in  the  Refuo^e,  whom  I  reo^ard,  and  believe  me  ever  to  be 
Your  most  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  P. 


i£x  IGtbrtB 


SEYMOUR  DURST 


When  you  leave,  please  leave  this  hook 

Because  it  has  heen  said 
"Sver'thing  comes  t'  him  who  waits 

Except  a  loaned  hook." 


